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HEN I was (lacely) at Warwick, 
I purpolſed to have waited upon 
you, bur I was told by a Perſon of 
Quality and of your acquaintance 
thar you were gone to Oxford,with 
a great cartiage of Books, to write” 
againſt the Royal Sectery, and the 

reaſon of tis enterprize was given 
to your diflwading Friends, that the Society did def1gn to 
bring in Popery. 

The acculation (I confeſs) ſeemed to me very ſtranges 
bur what was more wonderful, is ſuch mighty Zcal for 
any one Religion ard againſt That, This calleth co my 
mind a diſcourſe which you made one day at White-Hall 
toa ChriftChurch Man and my ſelf immediatly after your 
return from Jamaica, where you told us of a Provincial 
of the Dominecans, who being a Priſoner there had pcer- 
{waded 
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ſwadcd you to go and live with him in the Spaniſh Plan- 
tations, as being a plzcegin which you might very gainful- 
ly practice Phyfick;. and Nothing , as you aid, hindred 
your complyaiie with his overtures, butonly this , thar 
you ceutdnothwe carried away hereafter the Effe&ts of 
your eſtate, but 'mulk have lefr it, if you had left the 
Gamry,- oo 
In all which accontit of the tranſactions ketwixe thar 
Provincial /wio was of the 2»quifition ) and your ſelf, 
you ſhewed fo much gentle calmie(s of mind in the affair 
of changing Religton,that I was almoſt ready to have 
pronounced, that tome one ad ftoIn your Name and pur 
itto the Centure, till I was better informed g that your 
-1arrel tothis Membly is ſo unappeaſablethat you would 
Ell our with any Religion, which they favourcd, and thax 
if they had of cach kind amongſtthem,you would cntertain 
no ſort atall. | 
I'muſt proteisI always eſteemed you (by your Printed 
Papers) a Man of excellent contradifting parts, and I 
thought you would in this book have done as good ſervice 
to Ariſtotle, as a grave Dignitaty of Capterburyhath lately 
rendred to him, when he very induſtriouſly,maintains that 
the Phyloſopher in his Ethicks did teach, what is the ſam 
mum bonum, as well as Dawvidcould, when he ſet himſelf 
on purpoſe to treat of the ſame Argnmentin the firft 7s, 
or that you would have repeated ſome of the leaſt natural 
experim-nts, 12ught at them, and then with very - good 
conduGt of flife made all the reft appear ridiculous, But 
you'l ſay that may be done hereafter, but a preſent Relz- 
g707, Religion 15 in danger, and therefore you muſt ſuccour 
your. 
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your Dear Mother the Church of A It is done like 
a good child: and further I muſt commend you as a gene- 
rotts enemy in your centure of Hiſtorian, He is a Clergy- 
man, and herein you challenge him at his own Weapon: 
And if you vanquiſh him in this Encounter, you may ex- 
pe@ro make both your Reputatten and his lols very con- 
fiderable, being thar in Ezgland a Chureheman ſuffers 
more for being Pep!ſhly affected, then for being a favourer 
oft the New Philotophy. Bur rlerell you what falls out 
very unluckily, 

This Hiſtory was not Licenſed (as conld have been 
wiſht) by the Preſident of the Royal Society : For then 
a Man might have charged every #mpious and pernicious 

Paragraph apon that large body of Men, bur to it is that ir 
comes abroad into the VVorld with an /mprimatur from 
Secretary Meorrice, of whom we cannot perſwade the-peo- 
ple to believe otherwiſe, but that he ſtands ewo or three 
removes off from Popery. But row art laſt give me leave as 
a By-ftander to loek over your Game, and privately to 
advize you where the other fide may cipy any advantage, 
As to the firſt inſtance of a paſſage in the Hiſtory De- 
rugive to the Religion and Churci of Ez gland, viz, 
While the Biſhops of Fome did aſſume aninfallibility , and 
a Severeign Dominion over ous F aith, the reformed Churches 
aid not only iuftly refuſe to grant them that, but ſome of then 
thought themſelves oblieged to forbear all” Communion , an1 
would or give them that reſpet, which poſſibly might belong 
to ſo Antient, and ſo Famous a Church, and which mrokt fiiil 
have been-allowedt without any danger of Superſtition, Ifany 
one ſhoula undertakea defence againſt your ceaſure it 15 
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probable that he would ſay ſomewhat to this purpoſe 
tnat by communion there mentioned the Autaour did nor 
m72!1,that the reformed Churches ſhould joyn, with them 
tn all or the moſt importane ats of worſhip, being thar 
hereby they mult at all adventures yeild to the points of 
the contreverſie, which the Roman infallibility would 


thruſt upen them, for he tells us that our Churches did 


juſtly reiute to grant them thac, buthe explains what he 
intends by communion, when he doth immediately add, 
that they refuſed ro give them that reſpe&, &c.Now whe 
can ſay that Communion if taken for Divine Worſhip 
can be the (ame with reſpeA that it ſhewed to a Soctery 
of Men, and whereas you ſeem to argue from the notion 
of tne word Commnnion, as it it were the ſame with the 
Lords Supper, it may be replyed that the one ſence, 
whercin ir miy be underſtood throug1out the whole 
Scripture is, a friendly and charitable aFton, and from. this 


we cannot except that verſe, which you alleadge , and in 


this {ence it is not zxprous to ſay that we ſhould not for. 
bear all Communionor deny to give that reſpeRt which 
offtibly might belong to ſo antient and fo famous a 
Shurch, Nar can I (ce thattheſe Titles beſtowed on 
Rome are ſo faulty, fince there are metheds of ſpeechin our 
language, ſuitable hereunto, whereby we call char antient 
and famous, not which is ſo at preſent, but what was ſach 
2 feng time ago,ind continued the ſame for 2 great while 
But I will grant thar this is not the neceflarygbut only the 
peffible meaning of this Hiſtorian Yer at leatt if the con- 
trary incimation beſo hainous, good Nature fhould ob- 
leige to underfiand the phraſe in the moſt favourable, 
| AWlil- 
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tnanner, but ſuppoſing he thought that Rowe Gen atthe 
reformation of others,(though it ſelf was not amended) 
might nevertheleſs be called a Church he (aid no more 
then what the moſt learned amongſt the Germtr: Di- 
vines,thourh warm with diſpures,did readily acknow- 
ledge. Ip was uſual with them to (ay that the Church 
of Rome was truly a Church,notwithftanding that it 4- 


| bounded in many and dangerous erronrs , ſceing that 


they retained the main Dottrines of Chriſtian Religion, 
ws they indeavoured to clear their aflcrrion by com. 
paring it to a difeaſed body, which yer is as truly & bu 
mane body, as it is a diſeaſed one. 

Andif 1t may be termed a Church , ir is without 
doubt very antient and famous too, for what it hath 
been ofold as to the piety and learning ofmany Inha- 
birants of that City, and ſtill is Fagſous for char the 
precedency, waich any Herauld wouBl aihzn co ir in 4 
free Aſſembly of Weſtern Biſhops. 

So thae from what hath been diſcourſcd in this mat- 
ter may be inferred , that thoug1 the Autheur mea it 
net,that we muſt communicate with them in the diſtin . 
guiſhing Offices of adoration, yer (for any thing I per- 
ceive) he needs not to aceount them of char Church 
to be unto us as Heathens, or of ſuch a Number of 
Men with whom we miy not fo much as cat , bur chat 
we may maintain a Communion of trien1ſhip w:th the 
profeiled of that Religion, whofe morals may atord 
an cxample or whoſe Har migzar advance our 


+ know- 
og 
__— 


\ 


{ 


| 6 | 
knowledge. And the reformed muft till keep the hears 
ty Charity for the Romarift, that afrer ſucceislefs dee 
bares, though managed with reaſon and temper, he 
ſhouly ſtill indeavour to improve him in all the uncon- 
troverted inſtances of goodneſs and vertue, ſuch an 
ex*r.ile of Friendſhip and Chariry as this is a Neble 
and Religious Communton, tt is an cx1orting one a- 
nother 11 our Moſt Holy Faith, iris an exit obedience 
ro that command; That as far 45 we have alread) attained 
we ſhould walk by the ſame rule, 
| Asto the next exception which you have againſt the 
lame paſlige, 2/2, His miſtake in making the Papal 
Infallibiliry robe the grand occaſion of the diffcrences 
betwixc the reformed Religion and Papifts, I muſt tell 
'ou that ke may well enough defend himſelf, though 
indeed you prels clofer in this then. in the former ob- 
jqcRion againſt all Communion with Rome, You lay 
thar oaly Paraſtical Canoniſts did aſcribe ro the Pope 
ſuck a Sovereign Dominion over our Faith : I ſuppole 
you mean at the Reformation, though you cire many 
Autchours much later, and if ſo I ſhall only refer you 
to the report, which Cafſ azder gives of thole days, in 
his Judgement which he paſſes on the controverſies, 
Ti, Thar then they made the Pope bur little leſs rhen 
God, that they ſet his Authority not only above the 
Church, bu bore the Scripture to09, and made his {ca 
rences equal to divine Oracles, and to be an rxfallible 
Tule of Faith, and (as he further proeceds)though there 


was. 
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wa another ſort of people in theChyurch,vet they were 
ſuch as were obſctre and concealed. 

Again though it were granced marinfallibility lay in 
a Councel, yet the Pope had the executive power of 
thoſe degrees and Cannons, which paſſed by {o high an 
Authority, and hereupon might be troubleſome with 
an Iafallibility derived from others, and impolc little 
chings as abſolarely neceflary in their own nature, and 
this praQice of the Biſhops of Rome ( amongſt others) 
cauſed thoſe of Germany to ſtand off from the Roman 
Churco. 

But for aſuller proef againſt the Authour of the 
Riftoryy you alleadge thar erronions DeA-ine about 
indnlgences was te primary occaſion of introducing 
Proteſtancy.. VVhat you ſayis ſo far true, the firſt oc 
caſion of Luthers publick inveQives ag1inft the Court 
of Romegbut for a good while after he maintained Com 
munion as a member of that Church. This is manifcit 
to any ope, that is bur in a i{mal] meaſure acquainted 
with the Hiſtories of thoſe times, bur ar laſt when he 
ſaw there was no hopes of Reformation in this and 0- 
cher inftanccs of grots abuſes, he utterly leaves them 
as paſt all likelyhood ofrecevery, ns 

So that I have now prepared the cauſe dependingbc=- 
ewixt you and him, and made it ready for a Tryal, and 


" {rt may be determined by finding out the true account 


of the Grand hinderance of a Reioimation at Roxee. 
Your adveriay mightgive a vety tair. proof, that it 
B 2 Was 
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'was mainly a reputed infallibility; This is evident in 
the imparnal Hiſtory of the Councel of Trezt , where 
we read of a conſultation held by Pope Adrian 6 with 
ſome Cardinals for an amendment of what was amiſs, 
more particularly about the matter of Indulgences, af- 
rer that much had been ſaid by himſelf and another a- 
gainſt the miſtakes and i! ptaQices in that affair , and 
after that he had declared his Reſolution for the regu- 
lating thereof, he was ſoon turned from his Former 
parpoſe by Cardinal Sogderinwan old Politician ; and 
one who well underſtood the Frame of that Church. 
This Man informs the Pope that any Reformation. was 
dangerous for Reme, becauſe that this would implicitely 
geild that ſomewhat was amiſi, and that poſſibly they 
might erre in more, whereas the ſucceſſes of Rowe, 
againſt ſuch oppoſers were obtained by vouching for 
het ever was blamed and by proceeding againſt them 
2s Hercticks. 

This made Adrian to bewail the urhappy condition 
of Popes, who might nor reform at home, if they would, 
And now at laſt you ſeem ro make infallibility ſo ſmall 
2 thing even in their own eſteem, thar as you cite the 
words of a [te writer amongſt them,their Infallibility 
is limited to Tradition and is {piritually allifted in the 
Faithful reporting ot what hath been delivered, Iris 
eaſic: to ſec thorough this harmleſs prerence of your ju- 
dicious Authour. 

For to be the ſole and und oubjed witaeſs in their 

| own 


(9 | : 

own cauſe on which ſentence muſt follow in courſe is 
equally advantagions, 88 if they were takenfor infallible 
judges. Thus the Jews who did ſo highly advance the cre. 
dir 0: their Rabbinical traditions as thereby to make void 
the Law o* God, do tot (as we (ſee in) in Abrawanel, 
own any more then only that they expound and ſhew the 
Articls of Faith» yet _—— who ſhell deſpite or jeer at 
the Teachers of thoſe traditions, ſhall not (according to 
thetr Fundmenral's) hayea part in the life ro come. And 
at the ſame rate mxy the Former ſort of men denounce 4- 
nathema*s if you believe not their report, though in mat« 
ters, which are not only, not certain, but withall are un- 
reaſonable ridiculous and unpoſitble, 

Another paflage in the Hiſtory is brought in by yon, 
and deeply charg'd to be coxtr ary tothe Analogy of Faith 
8nd Scripture (to wit) He (the Natural and Experimental 
Phyloſophet) wil} be led to admire the wonderful contri- 
Vance of the Crea:tt0n,4and ſo toapply and dire his praiſes 
aright, which , 10 doubt, when they are offer d up to Heaven 
from the month of ohe that hath well Fudied what he com- 
wends will be more ſuitable to the Divine Nature, than the 
blind «pplauſes of the ignorant, This (you ſay) makes the 

"—&cceptableneſs of all mens Prayers to depend mere or leſs 
on the ſtudy of naturaIPhyloſophy, But theAuthors words 
may be afſerted by the whole contexture of that Setion, 
that he therein anfwers an objection, and clearly fhews 
that the ſtudy of experimental Phyloſophy is net injurt- 
ous to the worſhip of God, heſuppoſerh the perion al- 
realy a Chriſtian, and then he praiſes God more heartily 
for (ome examples of power aug wiſdom, which he by in- 

quiry 
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quiry hath found out, but others have not,for when a man 
praitech God with underſtanding for what te ditcovers 
particularly in the wonderful works of Gods own hand, 
his prailes mulineeds be more ſuitable on the ſame ſub- 
j6&, tien are thoſe general thankigivings, wherein a man 
t{12t hach not medicated on the works ct Creation, blefles 
God {li11 {or thera, bnt cannot ſay how far theſe exceed the 
' utmoſt produdtions of art, or the improved power of nas 
tural cauſes, Thus the commendation of any workman- 
ſhip, if given by _—_ Malter in that Art, is more 1atis- 
factory ro the Artificer, then the admiring noiſe of the 
multirude, who probably may miſplace their - greateſt 
wonder upon that which is the [caſt thing init. And now 
(pray) what harm in all this, aid yerthe Authcur (as far 
as | can ſce) ſpeaks no wortcr, but much very well, in the 
{ollowing clauſcs, againſt Atheiſm, Bur, if I may ask you 
to what end do you change his words Praiſes into Prey - 
ers 2 was it, that you might prove(as you do) that Chritt 

is our Mediacor ? he never-did deny it, 
Bur, methinks,this would br a pritty AdedYum to prove 
the not-1uitableneis of experimental Phyloſophy to a 
Chriftian. You then proceed ro make an apology for Ig. 
norance, becauſe that of thole who were firſt called, there 
were not many wile iter rhe tie(h, 'To which may be re- 
plyed, that this wi] avail lictl®, it ic be confidered that 
by the phraſe, wiſe after the fleſh, is meant ſubtle and de- 
ſigning perſons,who by their polltick managery of a cauſe 
though not good, might propagate and fpread it for ſelt- 
cnds, io that it ſhould find a general entertainment in the 
world. Therz was no ſuch thing as this in the firſt advance- 
S | | Mmentr 
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ment of Cariitian Religion, But that the ignorance of the 
profeſſors hereof was not acceptable ro rhe Authour of 
our Baith, is fnanife!?; for that he endowed His Schol ars 
with the gift of tongu $s and tuch utreranee, vwhich their 
enemics wcr? not able to refiit, You add immediately 
afrer the Text, that it was intended of the Yirtuoſi, why to? 
Is ir, becaute they are wilc 8 I am confident you willnot 
{ay that this is-the realon, They haye taken tharconrie, 
that will ſcarce ever make them appear wile tothe Falt- 
witted World,they are too timercus in what the y affirm, . 
they liy by much of that wordy Philoſopny, which furs - 
niſhes men with cxpreſſhons hird to be niderioed and 
therefore is 2dmirable, it makes a brave Lound co rhe car, 
n1y more then all this, it fupplics one wich tnch uiciul 
diftintions that he may affirm plauſibly whatſocyer he 
will, but inſtead hereof they price a plain Trazoſeman: 
like Profeſſion in Philotophy, initead of aximes ant good 
old ſayings concerning nature and matter and ſubſtantial 
Forms, which have {alved atnouſand diſficaltics Nothing: 
will ſerve them for proof in Phyſicks, bur experiments 
and ſomewhat that ts obvious to the ſcnces,, they muſt | 
have new Faſhion'd Tel-ſcopes wherewich to gaze wypon 
the Heavens, and Glail:s invent'd to eſpy Atcmes, and 
-Funaces for diſſolution of bodies, and tor other unhcard 
of cutiofities, and yer though tacy do diflolve the compoſi: 
tamioto its conſtituting parts they would never yer reveal 
to the .1rifflotel/an what kind cfa thing their ſabſantial 
Form is, which (rhey are well aflured, is one priple in 
that body, Vhereas (Sir) you have a nearer way toYcarn-- 
ing then that wherein they g0 on, You became an cxce!- 


! 
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Jent Atronemer by reading a Cyftme, of the Prolomenr 
Hypetheſts, and have no reaſon to ſuſpeR or (earch further 
as long as you believe nothing about the DoGtrine of the 
Sphere, but what you have-lcarn'd from thoſe inftituri- 
ons, you need not to pore with 4 microſcope upon thoſe 
minute __ of bodies, thereby tro gueſs how they 
produce {uch 8 ſuch effeAs. You c1n antwer any ordinary 
queſtion in nature,by the 4 ficlt qualities & th-ir ſecends; 
by the conjugation 8 ſimbolica nels of thele qualities by 
natures abhorrency of a Tacuum,by the keenAppetite, 
which the firſt matter (of which we knowvery much Ne ga- 
tively)bears towards a Form, Nay further, if any man 
ſheuld demand aReſolution of the greateſt preblems,as of 


' the Loeadſione or the like,you are not conſtrain:d co make 


ſuch a pittifull Reply, as many others muſt do, you can 
- readily inform them, that ir is cither done by Familiarity 
'of ſubhances; which cauſes ſimilar attraction, or by a ſim- 
pathy and the Loadftone and the Iron do earn till they ar- 
. rive at their mutual imbraces; but if any ohe be ſ@ much 
2 Noveliſt, 2s to urge, that ſuch afteCtions as thelc cannes 
| befound, except there be in theſe bodies at leaf a tenfi= 
tive Life, you can bid them, then rake this anſwer far 

your laft.{ ſay it is petformed bY an occult quality. 
There is yer another piece of Jearning thar is Chy- 
miſtry, inwhich with a ittle adoe you can equal their at= 
rainmenth had through # long proceſs and tedious courte, 
For the whole of what they pretend In this drudging Art, 
is no m&fe then the ſolution and coagulation of bodics, 
by the firft of theſethey with a great deal of coft indea- 
vour to ſeparare their taree Elements,bur you (Sir) more 
WERE \; cheaply 
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cheap he &a1) ſhew you fous Elcme nts parting afender ar 
the diſſolution of the mixt bedy..-Ir is bur la ingof a green 
Aick upon the other fucil already inflamed, immediate- 
ly-the Element'ef Air comes away in ſ{moak, that of fire 
in the warm blaze, the Elementary water is that hiffin 
juceat the end ot the ſtick, and the Element of the _ 
is the remaining Aſhes, which if-it be in the Grate will 
by irs own inward propenfity (if it can) flide-away down 
to the Hearth, becauſe the Hearth is nearer to the Cene 
ter of the Earth then the Grate is, for it is well known 
that every weighty bedy hath a great effe@ion to thar 
. Center. So that I think now you. have out done them ar 
this trick, and you will not be behind -rhemn at. the other, 
to wit, Coagulatien. They are pleaſed to fay that they 
\Codpulare a body*when they bring itfrom a liquid or 
bumid-to 2 ſolid tubance, -This fine feat:you ſo well 
endetitand and ir is {&' much beneath you that you leave 
tr tothe Apothcaries boy, when-you preſcriþe troches , 
fot” colds beſides Roſe-watct and Sugar &c, to make 
this ſolid you appoit'VWhite-Srarch 9.5. and then refer 
tt to the diſcretion of the lad ts be mage S. s, and here is 
ſo good: a'Coagalation that you-never defire to learn as 
fy othet kind--of it as long asiyou live, except it be the 
 feeret-'of making: che thard/ 'Sea-bisker, Noe more 
ax pteſent''of the compariſon: betwixe your Phys 
I>ſophy46id theirs, -As Txcead on further inyour cenſure 
I faw*you wete AM Wh 'chis Authour, whom yon * 
hive eibſeh foran' AdVerianly, becauſc he ſaith that Feli< - 
$508 Gught mar 10 b6:4hv ORG of diſputation;.in the ſenſe 
wherein. he ſpeaks it he" iy>riqr ſingular, nor left Wiwl 
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alone, he diſtourſeri of thoſe. Divines, who have mixed 
and kneated inco- one lump the Dotrinesof Chriſtian 
Religion;;and cheNotians of the Peripatetick Phyloſpe 
phy, -and hereby have twined into a ditpute much of that 
w hich primitively was matter of practical Holineſs ; *yer 
onthe other ſide there is a ſort of men,. who would leſs 
regard Religiony/if it were not; the ſubjeRt of diſputation, 
lio'Hmmg-men who are berter pleaſed in following them 
in E#chingthe Hare, you {urther tax him, with introdus 
cing hereby aPopiſh implicite laith, whereas a little ob. 
ſervation. will diſcover; that this-. ſort of Faith: hath 
grownz - and:2 better hath decayed x the general re» 
ipea; whichithe Phyloſophy now blamed by hin, hath 
found among{t:thoſc,whom: we call D:iz1xes of the Schools, 
more uſually and properly then Dofhrs of the Church, A 
man doth; then implicitely belieFg, when he doth not 
cleetly and:diſtivaly apprehend, .$o that he that ſpeaks 
notſo;; ds to be:pliinly.rnderſtood cauſes-bicher thatno- 
tiitag, which he {airhfhould be believed, or clle thar it 
fhould be ireccived as true in the Pbpiſh faſhion, that is 
hz beſtowshis vore-and aflent to. be diſpoſed on by ano- {J- 
ther.at pleaſure. Sa thathenge you: may judge who it is, 
who: draws ot a, novice.inzReligion, the-ncareft cowards 
wrappinb bis belicfup withih the faithigf another, whe 
t2r he who contends for:{o much plainneſs,rhat the things 
propounded need not: to be the ſubjeR_of diſputatien, or 
rather he who; ſeems/prafound/an@wilc in his ſentences, 
| ye doth {odarken biyyoddomet with.words that the per» 
ton to be tnfiruaedibatinby.eis.meens.no. atheriway left 
bur ro:belitve thar which he:cannot wngerſtand:; you p05 er 
4 * uce 


4T- 
4 'S 


(13) - 
duce ſome ſacred reflimonnies roevince a neceſſity of dt. 
vine illumination, yer do not apply them» ro te preſent! 
diſcourſe of the Aurhour which is concerning 'Schdol 
Divinity,” but had you meant it of this Fauſt have laid 
with you that the obſcurity of thoſe writings would have 
made ſuch a Revelation neceffary,: had nor rbe ſmiathets 
of their. worth rendred: then almoſt uiclets, Ir ſeems to 
me out reaſonable, that as all Books of Chriftian Religte 
on. hope for acceprance,' becauſe they! profeſs ro be as 
greeable tg tae cruths of Scripture, So further if they de- 
ſign publick benefir, racy ſhould imirate ch2 perſpicuity 
and openneſs of the Evangelick Style. There is:oncar» 
gument againlt the Authour rot inconitcrable,ro which 
you have ſom? reference, (that is) txe (fn4yof fuchcon- 
troverſies, diſtinftions and terms are ot great ule, when 
we have to deal with'a Papiſt diſputant; Its very true, 
yet it proves not any excellency in that knowledge-of tt 
ielf,, but meerly in relation tothe adverſary; though we 
have freſh in{tances'of worthy. perſons amongſt us, who 
have with good advantage managed the debare in behalf 
of-our Church againſt that of. Fome, wirbourmmch help 
from theſe Schools : . yet that ſort:cf Learning, eyen for 
this reaſon, .may-ſtiil.be mainraincd, in che fame manner 
as tradimen who lie on the Engliſh borflers: rowards 
Wales uſually keep a ſervant to;jabber Welſh (though no 
learned language) to the Brittarns their cuſtomers, The 
next words of the Hiftory R. $S. which receive a checkare 
theſe, . The grounds whereon the Church of Englund priteens, 
are different from thoſe of the Separatiſis, and - alſo of the 
Church of Rome : | and they, are ne other but the rights of the 
» ; Civil 
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Civil power ; the tmitation of the firſt uncorrupt Churches; . 
and the Seriptures, expounded £y:; reaſons. Though I caznor- 
find any ſuch hi" in che page to which you ſend the 
Reader, yet Lwill cake itupon cruſt, ſeeing that you have 
not till now miſrecired any. thing out of his book, that 
which offends you is, that he would have the Scripture 


expounded by.reaſon. This appears te you like Socinie- 


aniſme, bur I remember the Calvinifts dire to as much 


as this implies, They ſay that we muſt expound perticu- 


lar paflages in Scripture by the main tendency of the 


whole diicourſe, that we muſt cenfider the phrate, whe- - 


| ther lirteral or figurattve, rhat we muſt 6bſerve all the 
circumſtances of perſon, time, place, and whatelſe is of 


any moment, And now (pray) ſay. whether theſe direQi-. 


ens can be practiſed but by reaſon, and if not, whether he 
who cxpounds Scripture by theſe rules, may not be truly 


ſaid to expound it by reaſon: he doth not ay that aman - 
ſhould not acknowledge Scripcure,- if it teach any thing 
more then thoſe ſcutimsnts which reaſon had bn; thr, - 


before irt' was | acquainted with divine writings. You 
would have them to expound the Scriptures by the au« 


thoricy of the ancient Fathers, when they ſee why they + 


ſhould do ir, they..at the ſame time expound by reaſon, 
if without cauſe piven' they rake: up. the Fathers ſencein 
that impliciee Fai azainſt which you did lately decelaimg, 


The laſt ObjeQion which you offer againft this Hiftory, is 


about what he ſaith of wit, that may be borrowed from. 
che Bible, chat this wir is (as he repreſents it) magnifi. 
cent, appears to the diligent and judicious Reader: and 


that. tt may withont offence be borrowed is a5 manifeſt ro 
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him, .. 
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17 
him, who gives himſelf the pleaſure to peruſe the Creek 
and Latine Divine Pocms both anticnt and modern which 
ferch their ornaments as well as materials from the Bible. 
But yol!'l ſay hewever Scripture-expreſſie:ts ought not 
to be applycd (as our author would) ronatural things. I 
ſeeno reaſon which hinders,eſpecially whennatural things 
become the occaſton of divine.prailes, and furthermore; 
whereas many Scripture-expreffions were by way of-ac-- 
comodation transferred higher from things natural, they 
loſe not their original '{urtableneſs, and when they are: 
brought back and lower in our diſcourſes, it may rather” 
beſaid of them that they are repaid then that they are 
borrowed; nor doth the meanceſt of the matter ro which 
any ſaytng isficted out of Scripture, ftrightway make it- 


unlawfull ro be lent for a whilegas for example the primi.. - 


tive 7gnatz%s inone of his genuine Epiſtles, which was - 
written (if I miftake not) to the Trallians applies other- 

wiſe theſe words of our Saviour to his Diſciples con- + 
cerning thoſe extraordinary aſſiſtanees which they needed 


_ torecelveirom him : Without me ye can do nothing, And 


affirms that as our Saviour ſpake theſe words to his - 
Diſciples, ſo a Biſhop may ſay to his Pcesbyrers, with= 
out me ye c2n do nothing, Yet I-muſt profeſs thacl am + 


| very ſenſible of the indignities and: ſcorns which the {a= 


cred word of God ſuffers from a ſort of perſons. whoſe 
naliry-is better then thelr converſe,they are ſuch whoare 
Gnrce ever guilty of wit or raillery, but when they are 
ingeniouſly prophane or blaſphemous. The intemperance 
of thele ſhould lay an reſtraint npon the & difcreet © 

leaſt by an innocent uſe of a lirtle liberty , tiey fhonld 
; unaware 
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unaw ars give atly countenance to orher mens extravigan- 
cies. You tell us upon this argamenr, how ſcverci tho 
Fewsare in this caſe, The molt that wee mect with 
neer this purpoſe concerning them di: covers not ſo mych 
a holy reverence, as a {trupid folly, lhey pronounce (as 
in a former inſtance ſo in chis) that vo Jew fhall have a 
part in the world ro come, who ſhall ip't. our, when he 
names God, or (hall ſp:ak the Terrazrammatenina for- 
relgne tongue out of the Sanfuary+ Tnere is one thing ar 
the end of your cenſure which is very unkind», and cor 
rrary to the laws of contmon humanity I ip. ake cf your 
ſharp reflexions on an cxccllent perſon deceaſed Mr. 
Cowley, theſe younger fanctes ought-net afrer dcath to bt = 
came hts cepreach eſpecially ſince he lefr a charge, thar 
what was offenſive in his Pocmis might be emitred:though 
It was judged by others, that he had written nothing,bur 
what (with his own ſober corc&ion of himſclf, and an 
equizable allowance of charity) might well paſs abroad 
in publique. You know that thoſe who weeded out the 
worſt of Beza's youthful verles,and preſented them in one 
bundle to the world,purchaled mere ſhame to themſelves 
ten to the Port, It is now time that I ſhould put an cnd to 
this tedious Letter,and I muſt requeſt that you-would ex- 
cuſe my plain dealing, do not ſuſpect that (upon ſome 
account of friend(hip or acquaintance) Tam too inclinable 
co vindicate the Author of this Hiſtory, I dare aflure you 
I know him not otherwiſe then by face,and Printed books 

one of which 1s againſt Srbier , whom (rough 2 peice o' 

2 Virtuoſo) he handles very (martly, examining the. con- 


dition of þis life and ations: What apprehenfions then 


might 
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might you have, [eaſt ifhe ſhould happen to have nothing - 
elſe to doc, he ſhould write the Hiſtory of your life, we. 
herein (as is uſuall) deſcribe your perſon, and enquire 
into Phyliognomy , what temper of mind you muſt pro. 
feſs, and give a Catalogue of Books written by you, and 
ſhew in how many preſs-wats yow have ſerved as a 
volunteer. But now that I have done,I have time tothink, 
what adeal of needleſs labour Thave beſtowed to write, 
more then what you will have patience to read, I there= 
fore take leave and am. Your &c, | 


FINIS, 


